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Abstract

This study examines universal jurisdiction as a legal mechanism for addressing impunity for
certain serious international crimes. It considers how domestic courts may exercise jurisdiction
over conduct committed abroad, within the limits established by international law and national
legislation, without always requiring a traditional territorial or nationality link. The study asks
how national legislation can operationalize universal jurisdiction without undermining legality,
immunities, or fair-trial guarantees. It adopts descriptive-analytical and comparative methods,
focusing on the Geneva Conventions, the Convention against Torture, the Rome Statute,
selected models from Germany, France, and Spain, and the International Court of Justice
judgment in the Arrest Warrant case. It concludes that effectiveness depends not merely on
broad statutory language but on a clear legal basis, precise offence definitions, specialized
prosecutorial capacity, access to transnational evidence, inter-state cooperation, and protection
of the rights of victims and accused persons. Comparative models differ in their additional
conditions, which may include habitual residence, the suspect’s presence, or procedural
priority; these conditions should not be generalized across all legal systems.

Keywords: universal jurisdiction; international criminal law; international crimes; crimes
against humanity; war crimes; torture; immunities; International Criminal Court;
complementarity; international judicial cooperation.
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